COMMUNIQUE 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Aeronautics expert to receive 


CONCORDIA: 


honorary degree from Concordia 


MONTREAL, May 18, 1979 -- Donald C. MacPhail, director of 
the National Research Council's mechanical engineering division, will 
receive an honorary degree from Concordia University next month. 

MacPhail, who is about to retire from his position with the 
NRC after 20 years' service, will receive the honorary doctorate at 
the Faculty of Engineering convocation, 8:15 p.m., June 6, in the 
Henry F. Hall Building, 1455 de Maisonneuve West. 

Born and raised in Vancouver, MacPhail graduated with an 
honours degree in science from the University of British Columbia in 
1937. He obtained his master's degree from the California Institute of 
Technology in 1938 and his Ph.D. from Cambridge in 1942. 

The early years of MacPhail's career were spent in England 
where he was involved in the design of high speed and supersonic wind 
tunnels for the Royal Aircraft Establishment. MacPhail headed the RAE's 
gaupersonics division from 1947 to 1948. 

In 1948, he returned to Canada to take up a position as 
section head of the gas dynamics section in the NRC's mechanical 
engineering division. In 1949, he was appointed assistant director of 
mechanical engineering and has served as director since 1957. 

MacPhail was responsible for a number of outstanding projects 
in gas dynamics and has been a member of numerous governmental commissions. 

He is a fellow and past president of the Canadian Aeronautics 
and Space Institute, served as executive delegate for Canada to the 
Commonwealth Advisory Aeronautical Research Council and is a member of 
the Engineering Institute of Canada and the Canadian Society for 


Mechanical Engineering. 
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COMMUNIQUE 


1455 ouest, boul. de Maisonneuve Montréal, Québec, H3G (514) 879-8497 


A PUBLIER IMMEDIATEMENT Concordia décerne un titre 
honorifique 4 un expert en 
aéronautique 


MONTREAL, le 18 mai 1979 -- Donald C. MacPhail, directeur de 
la division de génie mécanique du Conseil national de recherches rece- 
vra le mois prochain un doctorat honoris causa de 1]'Université Concor- 
dia. La cérémonie se déroulera 4 1'occasion de la collation des grades 
de Ja Faculté de génie, le 6 juin 4 20h15, au pavillon Henry F. Hall, 
1455 ouest, boul. de Maisonneuve. 

Originaire de Vancouver, D. MacPhail obtenait en 1937 un di- 
pléme d'études spécialisées en sciences de 1'Université de Colombie- 
Britannique. En 1938, i1 terminait sa maftrise au California Institute 
of Technology et en 1942 son Ph.D. & Cambridge. 

D. MacPhail commence sa carrié@re en Angleterre auprés du Royal 
Aircraft Establishment of i] travaille a la création de souffleries pour 

"vents supersoniques; en 1947 et 1948, il en dirige la division des su- 
personiques. 

En 1948, i] rentre au Canada et devient chef de la section de 
dynamique des gaz, & la division de génie mécanique du CNRC. Nommé di- 
recteur adjoint du génie mécanique en 1949, puis directeur en 1957, i] 
occupera ce poste jusqu'a sa retraite, dans quelques mois. D. MacPhail 
a dirigé un grand nombre de grands projets de premier ordre sur la dyna- 
mique des gaz et a siégé 4 diverses commissions du gouvernement. 

D. MacPhail fut délégué exécutif du Canada auprés du Advisory 
Aeronautical Research Council du Commonwealth et président de 1' Institut 
canadien de 1'aéronautique et de ]'espace; membre agrégé de cet institut, 
i1 est en outre membre de I'Institut canadien des ingénieurs et de la 
Société canadienne de génie mécanique. 


E052 


Beverley Smith 
Agent d'information 


